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After several months of relative calm, Panamanian authorities are once again expressing their
concern over the activities of armed rebel groups. The US military invasion in December 1989,
which toppled the regime of Gen. Manuel Noriega, spawned several guerrilla organizations,
mostly comprised of former members of the disbanded Panama Defense Forces (PDF). In the most
recent incident to make the news, police say they captured seven rebels from the 20th of December
Movement (Movimiento 20 de Diciembre, M-20) following a clash near the village of Soloy in
western Panama. According to the police, on Oct. 9 the rebels stormed a shop in the village and were
then chased into the mountains by police. In the ensuing skirmish, three rebels were wounded. A
police spokesman confirmed that the M-20 has a very active presence in the remote mountainous
region. According to the government, the M-20 is under the direction of former PDF officers.
Meanwhile, authorities allege that the M-20 was behind a wave of bomb scares in Panama City
recently. They also blame the group for a failed bomb attack in April at the convention of President
Guillermo Endara's Arnulfista party. (Source: Reuter, 10/13/93)
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